A 22-year French experience with solid tumors in children with Down syndrome.
Malignant solid tumors have rarely been reported in children with Down syndrome (DS) and are not well known. The authors collected from 1980 to 2001 all cases of solid tumors observed in DS patients aged from birth to 19 years within the network of the Société Française d'Oncologie Pédiatrique (SFOP). Only 21 cases were observed, with a peculiar distribution: a lack of intracranial tumors and embryonal neoplasms combined with an overrepresentation of lymphomas and germ cell tumors. The treatment of solid tumors in DS is difficult, due to physical and psychological impairments, different pharmacogenetic profile, and associated malformations.